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the outer suburbs of Melbourne.

could cater for 100 mothers each year.

a huge problem.

containing the opioid painkiller oxycodone have released an “abuse 

overseas.

tablets.

on the drug test list of prohibited substances.

“Basically they get a high and it doesn’t contravene any of the 

and the same problem also exists in other codes.

NRL is likely to formally ban the substance next year.

trial of syringe vending machines in Melbourne including Footscray, 

to prevent users from sharing used needles.

Victorian doctors also support the vending machines. Australian 

said “Access to sterile needles does not result in an increase in the 
number of people using heroin, rather it enables users to reduce the 

strategy in minimising the harms of drug use, and they should be 

There are already syringe vending machines in NSW, Queensland, 
ACT, Western Australia and Tasmania. Evidence from these states 
found that having the vending machines does not increase the 

in heroin overdoses or ambulance calls. Vending machines are not a 
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epidemic. 

access to their medicine.

“When the supply of these medicines is interrupted or stopped, a 

over the top drug use and maybe most importantly, their talent for 

Melendez confronted Michael and they ended up in a physical 

Robert Riggs grabbed a hammer from the closet and hit Melendez in 

details become hazy as neither Michael’s nor Robert’s story of events 

Realizing they had to do something, the 2 killers decided to dismember 
the corpse and dump the body in the river. In exchange for 10 bags of 

bag and the torso in a TV box. They called for a trolley, hailed a cab and 
asked the cabbie to help put the body into the boot of the cab. They 

biochemist, pharmacologist, psychopharmacologist, and author.

focus on his interest in psychedelic drugs and synthesizing analogues 

to the popular party drug Methylenedioxymethamphetamine, more 

he didn’t coin the term ecstacy and in fact disliked the term. When 

For more info see Dirty Pictures, a documentary on Shulgin’s life and 

 WORLD NEWS
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the many improperly discarded syringes, groups sharing 

to pick up hundreds of syringes and bags of supplies 
to distribute to her clients out of a backpack on the 
street in the Heights. Month by month, more people 
came to get supplies. People brought their friends and 

Washington Heights CORNER Project. At present, there 

in our program. We provide basic medical services, 

our services north and south to areas that are severely 

compassion. 

this job. Move on from this community. Move on past 

and loss. Excitement and 

totally insane. In the streets, 

When I got back to the 
Bronx, I thought everyone 

life sentence. I killed some-
one— my best friend. He 

at thirty. 

I never learned to read 

to socialize. I couldn’t 
communicate. 



type. 

my partner, my God brother, my best friend. When I met 

a baby, my son. I had made enough money. We called a 

Everybody agreed, except Jimmy. 

foot cannot move. I fell through the 

does damage to your soul, you’re no 
longer the same person.  

When I came out I 
learned things 

I liked to do. I 
liked to cook. 
I got my food 

handler’s 
license, 
but I 
never got 
my GED. 

 

felt really numb.
-Taeko 

the homelessness, the unstoppable fever from the tonsils 

current post-menopausal state. Both my parents shrank. 

could be a jockey. I haven’t gone riding since my mother 
died.

-L. Synn Stern

through the tears. I stared at him as though I might forget 

-Blueyz
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individuals that make 
up any society) 
decide to protect 
may be a category 

right not to be 
discriminated 
against on the 
basis of one’s 

But civil rights may 

universal and deemed 

an individual have the right to choose 

autonomy so long as it does not cause direct 

both these senses to consider the varying 

blood transfusions). 

coincidence generated a temporary 

the  Centre for Disease Control 

    

The counter-culture 

of authoritarian norms by 

has considerable currency, although the 

and the lack of governmental concern for the 
civil rights, sexual freedom, and autonomy of 

rights, black rights, and sexual rights, (e.g. extra-
marital sex, same-sex, polygamy, and underage 

agenda. 



The so-called ‘moral majority’ responded to 

opposed to the counter-culture and determined 
to undo the radical social advances made during 

an individual’s physical health and their social 

certain demographics as signs and symptoms of 
society’s sickness. 

that 5 homosexual men in Los Angeles had a rare 

‘GRID’ (an acronym for Gay-Related Immune 

also coined the term ‘H Disease’  to denote the 
 

each demographic. I’ll also consider each of the 

belong to more than one category. 

In a hallmark stroke of black comedy during a stand 

that involves exposure to another person’s blood is 

including increased access to condoms and 

because blood transfusion is a common medical 
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approximately 1 in 5,000-10,000 male births (and 
is less common in females); as a result, the number 

to be discriminated against due to suspicions of 

expect to experience in the early days of the virus 

professionals looked for secondary risk factors. 

insight into ‘Natural Transfer’ theory. 

Natural Transfer theory purports that cross-species 

(SIV) from monkeys to humans occurred at least 12 

century, via bites, cuts, and other skin damage 

butchering.  

the Belgian Government granted independence to 

departure of the colonial administrators, the DRC 
had to import skilled professionals, many of them 

this demographic had been exposed to the virus 

drug use) carry high risks of HIV transmission.  By 

hand, and haemophiliacs on the other, is that the 

culture, but a foreign culture discriminated against 
for being foreign.



Well, you shouldn’t discriminate against someone 

but if you choose to use illicit substances you’re a 

*

*
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the strength of having half a dozen #26 needles 
and one syringe barrel.

score. Our cocky, mouthy mate ended up serving 

charges but that’s another story altogether. 

and prison are constant companions. Then in 

From day one it seemed like everyone in 

like mind for alliances in smuggling and using 

smuggle in, generally hidden internally and passed over 

more common among prisoners than the general 
community. 

and Risk Behaviour Survey  found that just over a 

Women entering 
prison had a higher 

Prisoners are not the most healthy of groups. 

from a chronic disease, according to a 2012 study 

are some of the most common.   

to propose a prison needle and syringe program 

guards remain doggedly opposed.   

Guards and prison governors try their hardest to 
prevent drug use but consistently fail to stop the 



drugs easier, even in the name of public health, it must 

major health strategies developed by the Australian 
Government over the last decade have all endorsed 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Blood Borne Viruses 

access to treatment can be a rocky road. For one 

do their utmost to discourage prisoners pursuing 
complicated or possibly expensive treatments.  
  

success rate.    

then that despite the high number of prisoners 

  

prisoner health projects. The 2010 survey of prison 

places typically used.   

The current treatment of pegylated interferon and 

best part of a year, is not guaranteed to be a success and 

symptoms and hair loss are just some.

treatments due to come on stream in the next year 

  

order of $1,000 a pill and full courses of treatment 

commitment.

Tony Smith

Dolan K, Teutsch S, Scheuer N, Levy M, Rawlinson W & Kaldor 

25:143–8.

 
Bloodborne Virus and Risk Behaviour Survey Report 2004, 2007, 

978-0-7334-3055-8

13



sentence. 

C lost its lethal aura. 

A sense of normalcy and even complacency set in – 
since everyone has got it. 

symptoms or severe ones. It’s easy to forget you’ve got 

It is threaded right throughout our community, the 

– and the longer term prognosis of chronic hep C means 

succeed are dead simple. 

part to play.

are the gatekeepers.

Our job is to contain its spread. 
Our blood is the viral reservoir and our duty is to keep 

If you inject in the company of others – especially if they 
don’t have the virus – do not pass up the opportunity 

most of us are to be involved in such a step – is an ideal 

take care of ourselves despite the toll the virus takes 

And that’s the point or the problem. It is in the longer 

chronic hep C over many years, that the damage is 

cancer. 

with hep C not 
from 
die from hep C related causes, the trouble is that there 



lucky ones or not. Ironically, perhaps, (given the strong 

reducing your alcohol intake is the best thing you can 

 mates
* By staying informed.

 partners and others 

 up for ourselves and    

 get and thinking it’s   
 good enough

It only takes one mistake or one 
rash move – if it involves using 

for most of us, it’s for life.
Of course, you may be one of the lucky ones (approx. 
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sterile needles and syringes to their friends and 

backgrounds, etc.

demonstrated the strength of a partnership approach 

injected drugs educated themselves and each other and 

Despite our excellent NSPs in this country, they are 

technically illegal in most states.

in order to address the current (unhelpful) legal status 

douse it in petrol, burn it to ashes, and stop it in its 
tracks once and for all. 

A comment from 
along the same lines.

Jenny Kelsall
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-

the virus and can transmit it to other people) and 6,600 

Australians every year, mostly from chronic liver failure and 

treatment.

-

 not everyone can access clean needle and syringe  

 evidence that PWID could be treated successfully)  

 meant some PWID avoided it.

-

development must go 
on, includ-

readiness. Furthermore, the structure of PWIDs’ social and 
-

-

-

previously failed therapy. 

-

manufacturer is seeking similar approval in Australia through 

Treatment as Prevention?
-



Australia.  

-

-

the virus to others. 

eliminate the virus altogether. Our models indicate that the 

-

-

 and $100,000. 
 Therefore, scarce resources could be    

 may have limited access to treatment in the future.

-

In other health areas, such as diabetes or heart disease, the 

-

-

TasP strategy, to ensure ease of access to services and reassure 

-
gy to ensure its success.  

-

grounds.

• To date health care services have struggled to engage  

• We need to make it easier to access clean needles 

 services.

 cate life on OST. 

 chance of passing it on to partners and loved ones.

Conclusion

-

demand that government provide the resources to ensure treat-

-

-

next 20 years.  
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Jean-Paul had no right or basis to say such a thing. But 
in his empty gut, in his communal memory of all the 
vile rooms and needles and stupidness he had seen 

out aloud.

teeth, skull visible under his skin, cheeks pinched, the 

yet broad, his chest abnormally large like it 

blanket. He had lung and chest problems 

intake of breath.

Jean-Paul said. “Not even anyone 
to blame. 

It could’ve been any 

moment.The older junkie laughed, as if remembering 

cheap. Mostly you’d buy singles or doubles, so you 



soon-to-be building complexes, smiling back as if they are 

that, scared shitless of being taken out by a cold 

“Well, let’s hope it doesn’t come to that. 
Though once.. 

lifespans. 

you have it. 

dangerous and illegal that all 

21



dying junkie, had planted himself alongside him and 

though nothing too extreme... No greater than almost 

sledgehammer to the head. I use to kill the pain... I 

“Well, I don’t buy that. 
I peddled that line for years too. But the 

you’ll carry on living. 

have people trying to save you than 

all. 

all there is at the end of the fabled 

shit. 
One day you’ll understand. 

against life, but against death. Kidding himself on that 

impeding his every move.

had never played much of a role here. Maybe the 

thought. Maybe the doctor arrived late. It could be 
any number of things.

Pierre sat under the spectre of the clock, 
his feet parted, his hands clasped, 

his legs. He took his phone out his 

and let out a sigh.

Jean-Paul looked at him, a discreet 

admit it but he felt a strange delight 
in this young man’s predicament, 

tormented 



he had acted pleased and relieved, beneath he had 

became harsher, cynical.

there’s no vegetables in the broth at the soup kitchen, 

classes that evening but they refused to open the 

share... And not using ain’t gonna happen. 

And that’s just one example of many. 

prevails through many of the drug 

“Spiteful, yeah. 
But get real about paying for 

thankful, seriously. 

before, am 

have had free 
needles and maybe 
I’d not be here right 

“No, but it could be in part because of the 

certain service is free. But that’s a side issue, really. 

needle exchange I asked and had a real scare learning 

person if they’re diseased or not... And 

23



plagued their nights.

disease, the onus isn’t on anyone else to prevent you 

make sure if I’m dying I’ll not have the chance to help 

much more than just 
misery. That’s not 

the problem. 

do rely on each other most days. But then a lot of us 

Jean-Paul looked at the younger addict, so naive, 

He thought of all the deaths he had seen, not ODs, 

not both), a liar, or someone very fucking 



telling you, this is a hidden epidemic and everyone 

going in the veins the only odds greatly on your side is 
that you’ll be dead before you’re 50... And not from an 

The young addict pulled a face. He didn’t really believe 

he sat they raised up past his bare ankles. His legs 

his inside ankle, an ankle so bony and sharp it hurt the 
young addict to look at. He shivered in feeling, like the 

disease. It stems from the 

it’s treated in the media and 
all the fear-mongering that 
goes on - us addicts as guilty of 

myth that heroin is so deadly, 
that it destroys the user and fucks 

No, because for all the bad press about those drugs 

sold a major hope of recovery and so subconsciously 

hopelessness and don’t think past the tenure of our 

then stared at nothing some more.

in prison shackles. He held a transparent oxygen mask 

put his eyes to Jean-Paul but gave no other sign back. 

or shit stains in the back of his pants. He thought he 

he had landed in the real dark heart of 

gripped by fear and panic. 

many to this hospital, 

already decided that this 

strode about in thought. From out a nearby room a 
nurse arrived holding a clipboard.

expression like a man half out his mind.
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Drained. Ill.

me of the dangers... Not 

be shut up telling me 
about citric to smack 

veins, cooking 
the perfect hit, 

as regards 
to making 
sure I didn’t 
catch the diseases 
they probably had 

The veteran addict didn’t get dragged in. It 

represented - of being to blame.

chance. I’ve caused her enough pain. She doesn’t need 

he peered in more intently.

the corridor, the hospital. It felt like a storm had moved 
in, like the sky outside had darkened, like that prickling, 

them.

doing anything, passive, at the mercy of 

through his veins. But he hadn’t 

there came the nurse, and playing 
nothing but her historical role, 
and as grave as she must be 
remembered, she told Pierre that 

The doctor seemed abnormally 
cheerful for such a moment. He 

from his mouth.

head.

desk.

Out Of Jail Free card, to rejoin his 

envelope from the heptology unit. 
He unfolded the paper inside, 



“Mr. Chevalier, unfortunately 

Pierre didn’t say anything. 

then it didn’t seem so bad, his concerns 

feeling culpable and nervous. He hadn’t done much to 
contract the virus but in this moment he felt it’d be a 

staircase of the old hospital. 

in through his lashes. Pierre made a sound like an 
exhausted animal and then bashed himself in the side 

heavy and stood in the bright light of day trying 

In the toilet, Pierre collapsed over the 

stared at a line of cream and green 

to the mirror. He stared suspiciously at 

himself, at his face and into his eyes. Then he 
studied his hands, turned them over and 

stood in blank yet profound thought.

In the stall Pierre hurriedly ripped 

heroin out into it, and got to 

the syringe into a vein in the 
topside of his hand. “Work you 

his arm, through his shoulder, through 
his heart and then to his brain. His body 

sounds and brightness of the day dulled and his 

rubbed the spot dry on his trousers. Straightened up 

canteen.

passed.

Pierre’s mother stood up. She seemed small to Pierre. 
He could hardly look at her. She had given him this life 

safety of her neck.

something she hadn’t felt in her boy for many years. 

27



So, inevitably, disease became a foil for the human 

a good being or the malice of an evil being’. The boils 

the evil of his adversary.

festered at the root of ill-health.

“...all is darkness and confusion, vague theory, and a 

become and then, 

indicated.

Of course, today, advanced medical sciences and 
technology have revealed the nature of the vast majority 
of illnesses. The germ theory of disease is a fact of life 

conjecture reaches heightened levels. SARS, Ebola, any 

for conspiracy theories, given that it appeared in its 



early days to be a gay man’s disease. Immediately, those 

To some it appeared like a targeted version of Noah’s 

expanded the parameters of the deity’s displeasure to 

only the most recent of the challenges posed by threats of 

Disease has proved a convenient tool in the hands of 

played out in this regard.

Most conspiracies focused on AIDS’ sudden and 

- are currently thought to have mutated from similar 
diseases present in chimpanzees and sooty mangabeys 

species barrier via a process called zoonosis, probably 

than of truth. 
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certain.

batches of the oral polio vaccine, proposing that the 

impaired immune systems. Another theory claimed that 

did not see mistakes, but instead something purposeful 

is claimed is basically impossible at our current level of 
technological progress. 

theory of AIDS’ synthesis and the ongoing government 

contributed to the discussion. Jacob Segal, a professor 
in then East Germany, voiced an opinion  that HIV had 

Segal’s. Dr William Campbell Douglas points the blame 

Apparently taking the KGB’s mock theories as truth, he 

cultured in human cells in a laboratory,’ he says. Despite 

One of the most visible boosters of this conspiracy 



contractors but personalises the conspiracy by demonising 
(like many other conspiracists) Dr Robert Gallo, an 

document outlining a program called ‘Viral Carcinogenesis 
in Primates’.

he brings both the Bible and Rockefellers into 

considered inferior under the precepts of Eugenics. 

stole ‘the blood of prophets and of God’s people’ (The 

plagues that herald the messianic age, and signal the last 

number as the treatment.’ 

disease.
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again, I’ve tried to give an in-depth account of my drug 

complexity is to blame. I didn’t start using or keep on 

just because I needed to self-medicate my depression, 
anxiety and general pain of being. No, it’s more complex 
than that, so are the drugs, and people even more so. 

And it’s this very reason that makes ibogaine all the 
more remarkable to me.

smoked myself into a blur of paranoia and depression.

abandoned my guitar and skateboard. 

that heroin is a bad thing to do. Only later did I realise 

I believe it’s neither good nor bad. It is simply another 

out for about six months of rehab. 

didn’t see any point in ‘recovery’. I 

through detox and managed not to use for a decent 

What I think a lot of people don’t realise about kicking 

pharmacotherapy programs, but eventually I landed on 

stop using. And I seriously doubt I’m alone in using 

just this one last 
Again and again, 

across something on the internet called ibogaine. 

Prior to learning of ibogaine, Liv had been deeply 



journeyed to 

had consumed some ‘jungle 

   her life. 

her online discovery of the psychedelic South American 

about ethnogenic plants eventually led her to the iboga 
plant from Central Africa. 

began to look like the last best chance for me, 
for us. 

We did some research online and found a guy – I’ll call 

magic bullet. Even though ibogaine can remove cravings 

methadone and years more on opiates before he had 

and had overseen hundreds of treatments.

The heart and liver are the main areas of concern for 

become ibonauts.

the opiate receptors.) Benzodiazepines are not to be 

healthy as possible before treatment begins.

ourselves to process the profound changes that hopefully 

 
I hadn’t had much experience tripping - just some 
‘shrooms and mild acid in my teens, and some ecstasy in 
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mess. 

a big smile on her face and announced that she felt 

track to a large tree at the front of his property.

 iboga use. This 
can involve the ritual use of trees to communicate 

unnameable... He explained that ‘purging’, both 

held in my palm. He instructed me to tap on the tree, to 

to change, or accept, or reject... and then to put my 

I felt completely fucked. I’d only just met this guy... he 

needs and more about the needs of others. 

opened my heart and cried to 
the stars. 

“Great,’ I said.

experienced through the night.

back together. 

a buzzing noise - not so 
much in my ears, but 

became a blur. My 

moved my head, or 
even just my eyes, this 

advised me that if 
closed my eyes, the 

more complex, 
more meaningful. 
He urged me to 

digest as much as possible 
of the drug. (If I failed 
at this, the ibogaine 

go up my 
arse.) 



I stayed completely 

kicked in – and by then 
I couldn’t have moved if I’d 

congealing out of mist, there came a trio of ghostly 

returning to their food. They seemed very, very real, 

their fearsome appearance, I did not feel threatened. For 

space. 

something like a giant rug, a peachy sort of colour and 

through regular human eyes.) When I returned my 

- some involving people familiar to me, some not. 

relive memories through the eyes of others. From my 

felt 

unfolding through the night, each preceded by the 

cool. At one point, he told 

elapsed. ‘That’s 
okay, thanks,’ 

to purge

inside - or something like that.

state had begun to make any sense to me. I replied in the 
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then I’ve read about the Buddhist concept of 

by hungry 

this is mythology, but 
those creatures certainly 

ibonauts experience no visuals at all, 

Probably, it’s best not to do too much thinking in those 

relapse - as you have not yet rediscovered yourself. 

from moving objects. 

at the beach, good food, regular massages and 
supplements hastened the process of recovery. Sleep 

told him, but the idea of going back made me 

dose of ibogaine

the overall reset.

the booster – I’m almost certain – also contained the 
 indra 

 this is thought to be more intense and to make 
the session proceed faster.)

from dark and dense to light and thin. As they spread, 
they (or I) rapidly began to encompass more and more 



was  

most of my strength back. I hadn’t felt this good in as long 

metabolite  is stored by the liver in the fat 

period and are dropped on your arse - it’s more that you 

future you desire. 

you could have heard a pin drop in there. I could lie in the 
bath, close my eyes and meditate like a master yogi. Much 

a fair bit of pot during this period (probably too much in 

I’d have a smoke and go out, dancing to drum and bass all 

freight train riding on the tracks of the rhythm. Normally, 

let alone go dancing. 

clear and pure. I could see the goodness in life, in all of 
life, not just the so called good bits. Everything made 
sense. Life had only seemed so serious because I had 

knew

leave the dark. 
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intelligence. 

usually have triggered me. They roused no cravings, 

that I’d had my memories erased - more like the 

impressions from the pressure of the pencil. The 

and habit has been severed at the root.

anything. I could just lie peacefully, and think, or not 

of methadone, although I try to keep my heroin use as 
irregular as possible. 

treatment months 

unfathomable – 
but very much 

everything I had felt and 
thought about myself 

kind of insanity that lay 

processed from the root-bark of 
the iboga plant, as it seems to 

illness.)

months, I think I may 

you to yourself. I don’t think I completely 
faced the fact that - though much of the 
darkness had been extracted from my soul - 

people around me... 

to pay... and, before long, familiar feelings started to 

rainforest had a strong appeal (especially since the 

rough, but not too bad - mostly because 

through it.



At some point, I relapsed again and landed back on 

Eventually, I organised another ibogaine treatment 

As reality retreated, I found myself in the centre of 
a massive circular room, surrounded by thousands of 

and thought, god, please, no more. 

real insights into life, and my place in it - but again, 
predictably, reality intruded and I lapsed. I’m on a 
program currently, but I have a very clear vision of 

desire. But I’m in no great hurry. I don’t feel like a fuck-
up anymore.

experience on ibogaine - though I believe strongly that 

changes you’re undergoing.
 

pushing through can help speed up your recovery. I 

half out of your body does tend to degrade your motor 
skills. Obviously, support from friends and family is a 

doses may increase the chances of long term success, 

up. It seems crazy that ibogaine is being classed as a 

for fun.

interested in this sacred plant from deepest darkest 
Africa.
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law update: � extended move on powers

•  A person can be moved on if suspected of buying or selling drugs in a public place
• 
 directed.
• Police can apply to have certain people 
•  If a person breaches an exclusion order, they can be jailed for 2 years.

• buy or sell drugs

• stop another person from entering or leaving a building

• breach the peace
• endanger the safety of another person, or damage property
• be a risk to public safety.

and disorderly. 



 
The that a person has engaged in criminal 
conduct (i.e. in the form of buying and selling drugs).

3
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Human rights violations,& harm:
the strange fruit of global drug prohibition

Eliot Ross Albers, PhD

We may currently be in a period of explosive movement in 
the previously frozen global drug policy debate. In March, The 

to inject drugs.

This century-old project of social control, in the guise of 

to indulge in certain pleasures. The Preamble to the Single 

conscious of their duty to prevent and 

speaks of ‘a danger of incalculable gravity’. 

global health, security, and development. We are presented 

drug control, it seems, is such a burning issue that it trumps 

up prior to the advent of HIV.

The War on Drugs has caused hundreds of thousands of 

drug users.

death penalty.

in the name of morality, social order, and in defence of the 

discriminated against us, pathologised us - and made us the 
scapegoats for many of society’s ills.

they give pleasure, has been, and remains, one of the great 

In discussions regarding the splintering of the old ‘Vienna 

instead.

human rights. 

concerns of other criminalised, marginalised, and pathologised 



human rights abuse on a massive scale. These rights 

is calling, once again, on the human rights community 
- and society at large - not to remain silent. We ask you 
to join us in demanding an end to the War on Drugs, an 

to privacy, liberty and integrity of body and mind. 

are subject sees us denied access to appropriate health 

right to vote, permission to cross borders and reside 

labour camps.  We are subject to corporal and capital 
punishment. We are denied access to our children. 

torture, released a report focusing on torture in health 

East Asian countries, hundreds of thousands of drug-users 

Nothing that resembles healthcare is provided – instead, 
treatment programs consist of disciplinary exercises and 

a statement in March 2012 calling for these centres to be 

(has) contributed money repeatedly over the past decade 

centres in Laos’. ‘In Vietnam, funds from Australia, 

the name of drug treatment. Mendez, of course, called for 

is dominant, such abuses remain not only inevitable, but 
invisible.

drugs an adult chooses to enjoy should not be the business of 

agency of the state. Because this is precisely not the case, 
an epidemic of imprisonment, denial of medical care, and ill 
treatment that makes a mockery of human rights, has been 
fuelled. 
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Human rights violations,& harm:
the strange fruit of global drug prohibition

of repressive legal 
environments and structural 
barriers to health care has also fed 

burden of viral disease carried by people 

a simple, biological fact that HIV exploits the 

and the vulnerable subsist. It thrives among those 

community-based arenas.

use drugs are extensive. They go beyond the mere 

denial of access to health care, notably treatment for HIV and 

and harassment. 

The War on Drugs has fallen most heavily on the poor, on 

procession of blood-borne viruses. 

human rights abuse driven by repressive drug 
control policy must be brought to an end - and 

We must demand a thorough overhaul of 

Drugs.

We call upon all human rights defenders to join 

bring an end to the architecture of global 

Session on Drugs in 2016.

(1) 

Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

(2) 



Australia) is probably a case of same, same, but 

Well, in Australia a variety of drugs are consumed in 

citric acid or cooking. This means there are not as 

in Australia are generally referred to as speed 

through government funded NSPs (Needle & Syringe 

NSPs (Needles & Syringe Programs) have been running 

to an amazing public health success story  that has 

drug using community and to this day the rate of HIV 

free; in this state (Victoria) NSPs don’t use an exchange 

NSPs and mobile outreach (by car & on foot) and you 

Village.  
   
Most people that decide to be on pharmacotherapy 
(or OST) in Victoria are either on methadone or 
Suboxone; there isn’t a black market in these 

although some of these products have been recently 

your veins are nice and plump. And Melbourne tap 

If you are going to go out and party maybe drop into 

are around at the moment and other safer partying 

Nadia Gavin

Safer Using    in the Southern Hemisphere
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Staying Safe London: 
the role of pleasures and pragmatics in meaningful harm reduction

transmission events, such as the sharing of needles and 

 

unemployed at 

meaningful for them. The process included developing a life 

avoidance but to more immediate meaningful concerns such 

pleasure - being able to relax and enjoy the hit), maintaining 

about HIV, or did not see it as a relevant risk. For many, an 

I’m not going to use a pin [needle] more than once, once its 

blunt, therefore I can’t share anyone else’s because it’s blunt 

reason. (Andy) 



re-use them. 

needle and I dropped it and it barbed [bent], oh my God that 

in, and I told him and he says, “no mate, don’t do that, never 

  

The advice given by the 

transmission and personal (ir)responsibility 

expressed a desire for help and advice about maintaining and 

supply of methadone at his home and at his father’s place to 

methadone up there, at my dad’s ... I guest dose at a pharmacy, 
and if something’s got fucked up and I’m late or I don’t make 
the pharmacy, I keep a stash up there to use ... it’s there 

spoke of being careful to maintain a stash of methadone for 

if Bruce misses his prescriber appointment, or – as happened 

Stockpiled methadone also operated as an important social 

he hasn’t got a methadone script so if I haven’t got any spare 

thus reducing his need to commit crime. In turn his friend 

“fortunately I’ve got friends that have got methadone and they 

role of stockpiled methadone in helping each other out in 
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pickups and self regulates by taking a smaller split dose. Any 

don’t feel right to make money from that [methadone] you 

impacted by the ability to relieve 
another’s mental and physical 

proper grateful [to receive 
the methadone] and it 
really made me happy 
because he’s out of 

 

misunderstandings could place them at risk. The majority of 
ships and, 

and other 
but on the 

Sharing 
terms of 

much risk catching hep C through unprotected sex as through 

diseases from sex. (Tom)

While there are a number of reasons that people may choose 

needle and syringe disposal -containers or ‘cin-bins’. None 

For many, running out of sterile 

Helene had access to a syringe exchange locally yet, in a 
context of limited trust in her partner, might not have chosen 
to leave the house in case she missed out on the drugs he
also expected to supply. 

While nts had access to services providing free sterile 
needle and syrin
hours (for example,
came home at 1
operated exchanges in the area. The primary providers of 



needles and syringes for London users are pharmacies and 
drug and alcohol services. Both pose barriers to access. 

I mean it’s not even a touch and go am I going to use. It’s a 
straight out I’m going to use methadone and I’m going to take 

also inhibit people accessing 

services. Here Colin talks about a friend before 

and

(Colin)

facilita

male drug 

or needle and 

it [methadone] 
 And then there’s 

the fear if they’ve got kids. That’s one of the big issues, it’s 
their kids.  (Abby)

older, a mother, and the fear is that it’s going to come back on 

had limited success in 
the past. Many such 

C transmission) and 

immediate 

Fundamental is the removal of barriers to sterile needle and 
syringe access
of peer-led 
does not need
an important role in making needle exchange at drug and 
alcohol services
by transparent
systems to keep the exchange separate from the domain 

olved 
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prescribers and ideally involve peers. 

methadone back as a safeguard 
for themselves and others if they 

methadone dosing protocols. While this is a 

policy environment, it is backed by research 

Robles et al., 2001).  

sharing of lived experiences, coping strategies, artmaking, and 

a shared disposal bin, for example. The provision of 

that many users face in regard to sterile 
syringes access (such as limited NSP 
coverage).  

poking around for a vein, 
ever conscious of the risk 

becoming unusable. The 

use in general seems to be 

the room in drug services, 

becoming unusable. The 

use in general seems to be 

the room in drug services, 



rhetoric is one of ‘misuse’, ‘harm’ and ‘recovery’. 
While

not negate the pleasurable experience of use for some, 

have regarding the maintenance of their veins.

risk, and things not to do (ie ‘do 
not share’) to one emphasising 

and scarring). It has been a 
highlight for us to see this 

the Irish Needle Exchange 

posters based these 
messages (see pictures). 

HCV transmission 

drug use are more likely to reach long term users 
such as Malcolm than those that frame drug use 

provision. Responsive service provision can not only help to 
prevent  drug related harms (such as overdose, blood-borne 

Magdalena Harris and Tim Rhodes are based at the Centre for 
Research on Drugs and Health Behaviour, London School of 

about the Staying Safe project, or be sent any related papers, 

ac.uk . 

Here Magdelena talks about the Staying Safe project in an 

 
the Irish Needle Exchange 

posters based these 
messages (see pictures). 

HCV transmission 

Here Magdelena talks about
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Oh Brave New World!
lead healthy, symptom-free and, presumably, long lives. 

explored and debated over the last several years.  TasP 

recently, as a public health strategy aimed at ending the 
HIV epidemic (at least in countries capable of resourcing 

safety amongst casual partners.  But the Partners study 

strategy, therefore, TasP for HIV seems to have lot going 

tested, diagnosed and treated so that there is very 

increasingly looks like a reachable goal.

is a cure, it does not result in immunity.  By contrast, 
successful treatment for HIV does not result in a cure 

rapaciously priced treatments react 

Let us examine the barriers 

have unprotected casual 
sex because of a perceived 

safety are largely structural in 
nature.  People in custody do not 

experience intense police surveillance 

methamphetamines do not have access to 

perceive that their choices are limited or 

People in many areas have limited 

have been able to maintain a 
strong culture of resilience, 

have contact and 

use is portrayed 
as deviant, 

and criminal behaviour, extending the reach of this 

remains an unmet challenge.  In this environment, safer 

 

react

not

veillance 



relevant to the lives of current injectors.
 

Another concern is the impact that 
access to an all-oral, short course and 

on risk behaviours.  Certainly the 

the rise in unsafe casual sex 
and increased HIV incidence 
amongst young gay men over 

need to be managed carefully 
and any impact upon hep C 
incidence closely monitored.

and treatment uptake.  We 

inclusion of pegylated interferon 
and ribavirin in the available 

or are likely to be approved only for use 

should be available in Australia over coming 

interferon and ribavirin give rise to a 

centres and S100 prescribers.  This, 
and monumental underinvestment 

in liver health, has resulted in 
treatment availability that 

is orders of magnitude 

administered in primary 
care and community 

appropriate scale, 

boost access, 
but given the 

GPs and community clinics, including opioid 
pharmacotherapy clinics, research by AIVL on 

professions and amongst the general public suggests 

as barriers to health service access by PWIDS in any 

coerced or even expected to undergo treatment in order 

TasP makes sense, but public health goals need to be 
balanced against the rights of individuals not to have 

the broader social good.

make up the kinds of numbers that the modellers 

really need to be recruited into treatment, as these are 

This is not to suggest that nothing can be done.  

a reality for all.  If that results in the outcomes projected 

drugs – neither goal can be met.

oral therapy, then naltrexone implants, retractable 
syringes etc.  Whatever the science seems to promise, 
health is about people, their behaviours and the contexts 

unpredictable and endlessly complex creatures.
 

Another
access

on

a

or are li
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research. 

story of the movement, but the story of the people 
that made up the movement.
 

treatment. Out of this climate of 

receiving, and to push 
for the development, 

availability of 

this ‘plague’.

the 

do not expect to see the end to this plague or the 
success of their campaign serves to highlight the 

movement.

and touching scene comes from archival 
footage of a protest in the lead up to the 

protestors spread the ashes of loved ones 

White House. This scene, perhaps 
more than any other, depicts the 

their families to be heard.
 

Overall this documentary 
pulls at the heartstrings 

of the movements 
that led to the 

development 
of treatments 

millions 
of lives 

around 
the 

Dan



             
*

 Sam Sejavka 
& Performed by 
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Australia 
very remote and removed from the 

things are happening on the other side of 

input. 

impact – that of the global peer based drug 
‘right people 

 sort of 

our community (the drug 
using community) that the government 

rather the broader community. Stopping 
the spread of HIV in our community also 

public - and thereby transmit the virus. 

have told them that your sex drive on 
the 

drug of the day. But then, drug users and 

drugs did not seek out the government in 

Australia’s early and successful approach 

Australia stop HIV in its tracks (sorry, I 

using community to put our heads above 

ourselves and our community as not so 
intrinsically separate from society but an 

oneself from the community. 



experience & skills, and that gives you 

We had to be resourceful. The drug using 
community had many years of distrust 
and loathing to overcome. Injectors 

from strength to strength and global 
change seemed possible.  What had 
been unthinkable 5 years earlier, had 

community, e.g. the roll-out of Needle 
and Syringe Programs (NSPs), increased 
access to and expansion of methadone 
maintenance programs, a feasibility study 
into controlled heroin availability, etc. 

the funding of state and territory drug 

encouraged, the employment of current 
drug users and led to the development 

represent all state and territory Drug 

Australian drug users had experienced 

organising. We had also learnt much from 

to gain by strategizing on a larger, global 
scale.

discussed the development of an 

email, smart phones and text messaging, 

to London and France in the middle 
of the night to try to organise events. 

that conference that the Liberal Party 

another opportunity for the drug using 
community to come together and 

strategize.  During this period, Britain 

becoming more involved in peer based 
 ongoing 
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returned to Melbourne and The 

in a successful 2 day pre conference 

 The 
 

the centrality of drug users in the harm 

alcohol sector generally. 

called 

community due to the nature of its 
funding i.e. blood borne viruses (BBV) 

drug use and other funding streams in the 
development of their drug user groups 

global development. Although Australian 

mainline misery and no funding. We had 



Councils or Drug and Alcohol Treatment 

our community’s ability to promote 

development.

 The  

This event pulled together some of the 

a brutal fact of life for us that the only 

Europe, Russia and parts of Asia among 
our community simply reminded us of 

2am phone calls, of many long journeys 
to the other side of the globe and back 
and much anguish. The Australians and 

development.

Welcome home!
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Cancer Program. Some are unavailable, but others, 

been discovered, patented and then, presumably, 

of tetrasilver tetroxide molecular crystals into the 
bloodstream’ - has indeed been patented, but its only 

supported by mainstream medicine.

NAOMI (Negroes Are Only Momentary Individuals)’. His 

Graves, an African-American seems to have been a 
true believer and his theories have been shared by any 
number of other conspiracists (Including the ex South 
African President Thabo Mbeki and Nobel Peace Prize 

instead on a hypothesis that all cancers are caused 
by microbes, (including those ostensibly caused by 

the extent of some people’s paranoia – for example, 

the Earth, claims it is sprayed from helicopters under 

*
Wild theories on the origins of AIDS can be amusing, 
but there is nothing funny about AIDS denialism. It 
actually takes lives – and has more than its fair share of 
supporters.

Chief among them is Peter H. Duesberg, a professor of 

instead it is ‘a sociological phenomenon held together 
by fear ... that has transgressed and collapsed all the 

science on a vulnerable public.’ According to Duesberg, 
HIV is a ‘harmless passenger virus’ and there is no 

are largely to blame for immune suppression. In Africa, 

sharing massive numbers of sexual partners and 
inadvertently nourishing a plague of STDs. What’s more, 

poppers. Some doctors, upon diagnosing 
(an AIDS signature disease) blamed popper 

system. What’s more, the prevalence of 

There is no lack of implied homophobia in the 
denialists’ lifestyle hypothesis. Duesberg actually 



blamed on the drugs, and on the ogre of Big Pharma. 

die it is because of the treatment, not the disease. 
And the same applies to the HAART cocktail in use today.

So, it seems, AIDS is not an actual disease, but a massive 

suicide cult run by spooks’.

, 

three. Maggiore refused to have her child tested because 

experience of several indeterminate results as evidence. 
In the denialist documentary , 

intensify the fear used by governments to control the 
populace. Maggiore and her advocates describe AIDS as a 

the truth.

exhibits a profound ignorance of 

as too blurry or confusing to be any sort of proof of HIV’s 
existence. He appears to believe that if a thing cannot be 
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industry and the WHO out of greed. According to 
Mullis, the successful suppression of such viruses as 
smallpox and polio led to a drop in government health 
budgets, and venal corporate leaders had no choice but 

Change denier, and, during his 20s, took ‘plenty of LSD’, 
considering it ‘much more important than any courses I 
ever took’.)

In , it is also claimed that the 

increase its apparent prevalence, not only to maintain 

more compelling. The documentary cites an increase 
of 6 million cases simply from a revision of data. It also 

appears, is that AIDS is simply not the great problem 

does cause AIDS, but not by itself. They speak of ‘co-

these are lifestyle factors, as discussed above, but 

mycoplasma viruses, leprosy, depression, malaria 
etc.  Despite this sub-theory having been thoroughly 

immediately severed other lines of research. 

as a conduit for others’ research, suppressing some 
& adding his name to the rest. Regardless of Gallo’s 
personality and the fact that the scramble for funding 

extent, myself.’

*

The fundamentalist religious right, as I’ve stated above, 

behaviour is the root cause of AIDS, they have taken 
nefarious measures in order to maintain their profane 

in order to promote their agenda of ‘Safe Sex’. The 
use of condoms, it is said, has made it possible for 

But, say these people, there is a problem. Condoms 

– making the gay strategy a ghastly crime. There is, 

they have holes, they tear - and ‘saying that condoms 



make it possible to lead a highly promiscuous lifestyle is 
frankly ridiculous.’ Instead, celibacy is counselled.

promote promiscuity 
(even among heterosexuals). It’s been proven, he says, 

historically. ‘The human body just isn’t designed for 
it.’ Get counselling for your homosexuality, then get 

AIDS. ‘It’s in the Bible – and never have such guidelines 

urinated upon by your sex partner.’ Much of the tax-

pornography’.

really means is that large amounts of money are going to

*

remedy seems to have been converted into an AIDS 
treatment.’

- some turn to unproven, or even disproven remedies. 
The usual suspects - homeopathy, acupuncture, Chinese 

Quack medicines include blue-green algae, aloe vera, 

blood’. One can pay for autohemotherapy - a procedure 

exposed to hydrogen peroxide and then replaced (a 

treated by massage and ‘play therapy’. 
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eliminated by using herbs or administering a , 

Conspiracist Dr Robert Strecker rose to prominence 

Rife’s theories in AIDS treatment. A typical ‘Rife device’ 

undetectable’ current. Several marketers of Rife devices 
have been convicted of fraud.

And, needless to say, these are typically very expensive.

Entrepreneurs have also exploited a credulous public’s 

for telephones and public toilets. Despite the minimal 

Test kits also are prone to scammers. At the turn of the 

unapproved kits and furnishing bogus test results to 
several purchasers’.

Others faced criminal charges around the sale of 

against cancer, herpes and AIDS. The product had been 

*

government endorsement of 

of Gambia, proclaimed his ability to cure AIDS in a day, 
using charms, charisma, magic, herbs and prayer. 

alcoholic beverages, garlic and beetroot ahead of 

producer. Mr Vlok (among others) dispenses a ‘very 
strong treatment for AIDS’ in the form of Ozone Rectal 
Therapy, a breakthrough achieved during experiments 

in space. It is administered by rectal suppository, 
preferably in the dead of night.



to spruik his theory of ‘cellular medicine’, selling AIDS 

the immune system (in Africa this is code for AIDS 
treatment). One can load up on 

or any number of other dubious 
products.

the have controlled humanity for thousands of 

(common name kankerbos or cancer bush) is a small shrub 

Not only AIDS, but cancer, tuberculosis, syphilis and 

should be freely distributed by all caring governments 

cure the disease is rife in Africa. Even Infants are not 
exempt, and ‘blind, deaf, physically impaired, intellectually 

therefore virgins’.

in Africa, but in 16th century Europe, rising to prominence 

home carrying STDs. Historian Hanne Blank suggests the 

form of disease, and that the blood produced by raping a 

no doubt that ‘The Virgin Cure’ has led to a staggering rise 
in the number of child and infant rapes in South Africa. 
Indeed, it is said to cause the rape of ten girls 
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men. Infants as young as one day old are said to have 

Albinos in Africa are seen as cursed. ‘They are from 
the devil, they are not human, they do not die, they 
simply disappear.’ As a result, hundreds have become 

blood, hair, genitals and other body parts’ for use by 

albinism are also thought to be immune from AIDS 

African albinos live in hiding. 

use of condoms to a group, using a banana as a prop, 

his teaching, had ignored the condoms and placed a 

*
If the theory of had not been proposed 

Wickramasinghe it may have been considered far more 

of microbe-bearing interstellar debris. What is marginal, 

  

AIDS virus, government research and the extraterrestrial 
presence on Earth. Indeed, recognising the complexity 

he had analysed. The controversial results included 

implicated in AIDS resistance. Does this suggest that 

themselves against the virus – before, in the logical next 

On the evidence, at least to Khoury, it seems likely.

very similar to that of humans’, and perhaps are 

rectum.)

they developed into HIV.



has revealed that Reptoids disguised as humans 

and releasing the AIDS virus. Other theorists propose, if I 
am understanding it correctly, that aliens are bathing the 

and mental disability) there is one that holds that the 

is no available evidence for this hypothesis.

*
in AIDS conspiracy, but the subject is so broad I may have 
missed some. 

amount of material is that there must be an comparable 
number of people believing it. 

A 2005 survey revealed that a large majority of African-

government’. 

fantasies, it makes it harder to educate them and, by 

higher that you’re going to have an accident.

And if history is any guide, things are not going to 
change 

threatens lives and happiness, response is necessary.
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*

Global Village. The funds raised at the special 

village. 
Sass.

*

real life AIDS drug kingpin Ron Woodroof 

stature in this role.

homophobe, rodeo enthusiast 

he is blindsided by a 

research leads to the 

eyes are also opened 
to the available 
treatments from 



vitamins, minerals, amino acids, and DDC. 

overlooked. Playing the role of Woodroof’s 
transgender business partner, Rayon (a 

perhaps his most convincing performance so 
far. So convincing is his performance that 

he is not immediately recognisable. 

 

Jennifer Garner as the 

Saks. Limited to no 
more than a couple 
of facial expressions 
to express the full 

her involvement in 
the story is limited 

It may sound harsh, but her 

the tone of each scene that 

doctor is necessary for 
the hospital scenes, the 
minimal development 
of character beyond 

is poorly scripted 
and completely 

Despite Rayon’s transgender status, the character is 

Though it is likely that this is an element of realism 

 

*
 

life struggles faced by those at the forefront of the 

Dan
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-SURVIVAL GUIDE - FOOD-
 

North Melbourne

211 Chapel St, Prahran

Cnr Carlisle & Chapel St, 
St Kilda

Free

Fitzroy

$1

100 Hodgkinson St, 

Free

William Street Fitzroy

Free

Melbourne
Mon - Fri 12pm-1pm Free 

211 Chapel St, Prahran

Mon- Sun  Free

Cnr Carlisle & Chapel St, 
St Kilda
Mon, Wed & Fri 

Wednesday 12pm $2 

Fitzroy

Barkly St, outside Western 
Oval

St Fitzroy

Sunday’s 6pm Free

Melbourne
Wednesday’s 5pm–6pm Free

-  Cr King William St & 

-  Smith Street, Fitzroy 

-  Victoria Market, Carpark,   
   City. Mon – Sun 

-  Hanover (52 Haig St, 

-  Hotham Hotel 
   (Cnr Spencer & 

-  St Paul’s Cathedral, city

-  Behind Luna Park, St Kilda



 or 

-HEALTH /TREATMENT

DETOX FACILITIES

     DirectLine -1800 888 236 (24/7)

DRUG-RELATED
 SERVICES

 
Access Health

ABBOTSFORD

 

26 Jessie Street 
MORELAND

Western Hospital,

ST KILDA EAST

Ring at 10.00 am

 

Sexual health
�
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FIXED SITE SERVICES

LATE NIGHT CHEMISTS 

SURVIVAL GUIDE - SHARPS
NIGHT-TIME
 MOBILE SERVICES

ST KILDA

COLLINGWOOD
 

 

FRANKSTON

DANDENONG

NORTH RICHMOND
 

GEELONG

BALLARAT

BENDIGO

BOX HILL

                 

                            

                           
    

                         

 
                         

       

DAY-TIME 
MOBILE SERVICES






